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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TRESE Letters were not deſigned 


dy the Author to be publiſhed, he 
hoped that ſome perſon more capable 
of ſuch a work would have taken it 
up, and either have ſet the example, 
or pleaded the cauſe with more judg- 
ment than he is able to do; but in this 
he has failed was therefore determined 
to expoſe it to public view, as Auctio- 
neers do their goods, with all its faults, 
hoping it may induce ſome perſon to- 
inveſtigate the ſubject more fully than 
he has done, and perhaps fall in with 
his deſign, which is to promote ths 
glory of God, and union and n 29 
ality in the church. 
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I FOUND. peculiar ative] in reading 4 
Fircular letter 3 the laſt aſſociation of mini- 
ſters ar S. Mans, particularly in finding a prac- 
rice recommended, which, if adopted, IL have 


no doubt would greatly tend to promote the 


cauſe of true religion; I mean that of private 
chriſtians, reading to, praying with, and exhort- 
ing their neighbours,. as opportunity might. 
er; but not having heard any thing more of 
ic I fear there are ſome obſtacles in che way, 
and perhaps I ſhall not be far from the truth, 
if I ſurmiſe that the fault lies in great and good 
men; -I mean miniſters themſelves, whom I. 
highly venerate and eiteem. I know the dif- 
ficulties that lies in the way of a private indi- 
vidual, however warmly, his heart might be en- 
gaged, to promote the glory of Gop, and his 
neighbour's good, to ſtand forth in this cauſe, 
unleſs counte nanced by the paſtor of the church 
of which he is a member} | 
I have, nevertheleſs, ventured to ſuggeſt a 


plan, which, if carried into effect, would, as I 
. conceive, be a means of removing every bar now 
in the way of chat proſperity of ſoul, which. is 


neceſſary to qualify private Chriſtians for at- 
tending to the practice recommended in the 
circular letter be fore referred to. 
This plan I take the liberty to ſubmit 17 
your attentive conſideration; hoping that, if 
Ay 


i 
it meets your approbation, you will, as far as 
your influence may extend, give it your coun- 
tenance and ſupport, and that, if on the other 
hand, you ſhould be of opinion, it is not ſuf- 
ficiently warranted by the ſcriptures I have 
qupte ted, you. will have the goodneſs to point out 
rein you think I have miſtaken the ſenſe of, © 

vr dee them. In order to communicate 


hts in as conciſe a manner as poſſible, 
T vill l ft of all lay down my plan, and refer to 
ſome ſcriptures, which, in my opinion, favor 
and ſupport it. 

Secondly,. Point out ſome of the benefits thac 
may be expected to ariſe from the obſervance 
Of it. 

Thirdly, Endeavour to anſwer ſome of the ob- 
jections commonly made againſt it. 

. Firſt. The plan which I propoſe, in order 
to accompliſh ſo, deſirable an end as that already 
named, is to appoint a weekly meeting for every 
Brother in the church, to exerciſe his ; gift, both 

in prayer and ſpeaking, for the mutual edifice 
tion of the church, under. ſuch regulations 2s 
the word doth furniſh. 

I. The time of meeting ſhould be the moft 
convenient to the whole body, 1 Cor. xiv. 2 J. 
cc hen the whole church is come together; 

this may be. more convenient one time than 


another. 


_ 2ndly. The time allotted for one perſon to 
ſpeak, Would be regulated by the number that 
18 ; to ſpeak, [ſee verſe goth.]. If any thing be 
revealed to another that Arten by, let the firſt 
bold his peace. | 


If. 
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If this was a fit regulation in the days of 
inſpiration, it cannot be leſs ſo now, in or- 
der that no one ſhould engroſs ſo much of 
the time as to prevent another ſpeakxing. 
Zaly. The gift thus exerciſed ſhould be 
ſuch as the church finds upon trial to be for 
edification, 26th verſe, « Let all things be 
done to edifying.” Verſe 29. Let the 
others judge.” - Thoſe that are authorized 
to judge muſt alſo determine. 
© 4ihly. No one ſhould be confined to any 
particular ſubject, verſe 26. One hath a 
Pſalm, another a Doctrine, &c.” The 
mode of giving a text for ſuch an exerciſe 
as this, often proves hurtful, and occaſions 
much repetition. | 

Laſtly. This ſhould be attended to for 
mutual edification. I do not ſee any other 
object held up in the word: I mean it ſhould 
not be with a view to find out gifts for the 
miniſtery. This, indeed, lays the foundation 
for one of the objections, that 1 ſhall by and 
by attempt to anſwer, and I think the whole 
exerciſe would be much more uſeful, if ſuch 
a thought was entirely. baniſhed from the 
minds of all. that ſpeak. If the great Head 
of the Church ſees fit. to point out his mĩ- 
niſters in this way, I ſhall rejoice ; but I 
believe it is the church's duty to attend to 
this mode of edification, whether ever: that 
be the caſe or not. PER 
1. Becauſe it was the way the church 
worſhiped God in the apoſtles' days, as ap- 
pears from the whole of the chapter referred 
3 ; ; to 
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CT 
to already, where it is ſaid, © the whole 
church came together into one place.“ 

2 aby. This will further appear, from the 
apoſtles regulating and correcting ſome dif- . 
orders that were amo them ; which 
amounts to a full proof w his approbation 
of the thing itſelf. If we take occaſion from 
hence, to argue againſt this practice as ſome 
have done, we may as well deny the uſe of the 
Lord's Supper, becauſe the apoſtle found it 
neceſſary to correct ſome abuſes, in the man- 
ner of their attendance upon that ordinance, 
If difficulties ariſe in this exerciſe, yet ſurely 
we are not warranted to lay it aſide, to avoid 
them; but rather attend to the rules laid. 
down to prevent or remove them. 

30% We have the apoſtle*'s opinion. 
plainly laid down, ſo that words cannot 
make it plainer: © ye may all propheſy. one 
by one.” Eknow ſome will object and fay,. 
this is only a permiſſion, it is not a command. 
I anſwer, it cannot be a command without 
ſome limitation, unleſs al were gifted for it, 
which is not the caſe ; nevertheleſs, it does 
amount; to a command to. all: that are 
any way qualified for ſuch. work. 1 Cor. xii. 
7: © The manifeſtation of the ſpirit is given 
to every man to profit withall; and if it 
were only a permiſſion, who is mat man or 
ſet of men, that can hold themſelves. guilt- 
leſs in denying their brethren a privilege 
which the apoſtle allows and approves. 
But, 4b , we have the apoſtle's command, 
or chat which. 1s equal to it, in the 14th chap- 

5 ter, 


6 | 
ter, verſe 12, even ſo ye, for as much 
as ye are zealous of ſpiritual gifts, ſeek 
that ye may excel to the edifying of the 
Church.” Where he prefers propheſying, 
to ſpeaking with . tongues: compared with 
verſe 29, © wherefore, brethren, covet ta 
propheſy ;”” and, in verſe 27, he faith, “ if 
any man thinks himſelf to be a prophet, of 
fpiritual, let him acknowledge, that. the 
things that I write unto you, are the com- 
mandments of the Lord; implying, that if 
he did not acknowledpe this, fe was not ſo 
wiſe and fpiritual as a prophet ſhould: be: 
but I know there are ſome who will get over 
all this, by telling us, that the word pro- 
phecy, means predifting future events, 
which in this day we have no right to ex- 
pe. I ſhall only fay, I cannot think any 
perſon who reads the New Teſtament with 
attention, can be ſo ignorant of its uſe and 
meaning in this chapter, and many other 
places, however they may wiſh to impoſe 
ſuch a ſenſe upon others. 

Again, ſome object and fay, In the 
Apoſtles' days, there were extraordinary Gifts 
in the Church, and therefore the Apoſtle means 
to * the uſe and exerciſe df thoſe 
gifts for the time then preſent.” Lam happ 
to anſwer, that the ordinary gifts of the ſpirit - 
which remain in uſe unto this day, are rated 
much higher by the apoſtle, than thoſe mi- 
raculous gifts, and placed in order before 
them, 1 Cor. xii. 29, where he places Pro- 
phets and Teachers —— | 55 
e eſe 
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theſe are the gifts the apoſtle commends in 
his Epiſtle to the Romans, chap. xv: 14, 
where he ſays, „and I myſelf alſo am per- 
ſuaded of you, my brethren, that ye alſo are 
full of all goodneſs, filled with all knowledge, 
able alſo to admoniſh one another.“ And, 
1 Theſſ. v. 1%. **wherefore, comfort your- 
ſelves together, and edify one anothers.even 
as alſo ye do:“ and Heb: 1ii. 13. Exhort 
one another daily, &c; From theſe paſſages, 
and more that I might mention; I conclude, 
that the Apoſtle's directions to the Corinthi- 
ans are ſtill binding upon the Church; but 
now I ſhall mention ſome of the benefits we 
may hope to derive, from an attendance upon 
this duty. As f | 
Firſt: It. will operate as a powerful mo- 
tive to ſearch: the ſcriptures. I know there 
are other and very weighty motives to in- 

duce us to attend to this duty, but per 
there are none more ſenſibly felt than this, the 
looking forward to a ume, when we are ex- 
pected to ſay ſomething from the word. 
I know the force of this motive by experi- 
rience, and can adduce many living witneſſes 
who will atteſt the ſame,” and I think I may 
appeal to the experience of every goſpel mi- 
niſter for the truth of this obſervation. Ihave 
heard ſome talk of taking a paſſage of 
ſcripture every morning, to meditate upon 
all the day; happy for them that can do it; 
but I have often found (and I think L am 
not alone) that very trifling incidents will 
Put the ſubject quite out of the mind. 
2 EI Secondly. 


FE a3 
"Secondly. This Exerciſe would very muck 
tend to increaſe the Gifts of the Church, and 
render its members more- apt and ready on 
all fuitable occaſions, to ſpeak a word for 
God and truth, in all their connections and 
intercourſe with mankind, as well as in the 
church, and enable ſome to extend their uſe- 
fulneſs to their neighbours, in the way re- 
commended 'in the before-mentioned cir- 
cular letter. It is generally acknowledged, 
that the more any perſon is exerciſed in any 
art, the more expert he is; and ſurely it wil 
hold good in this caſe. | 

Thirdly. This exerciſe doth not only in- 
duce a- perſon to read and ſtudy the ſcrip- 
tures, and render it more eaſy and pleaſant 
for him to ſpeak on divine ſubjects, but it 
tends to the edification and comfort both of 
himſelf and the Church. He that commu- 
nicates wiſdom, increaſes in wiſdom himſelf. 
This 1s what the Apoſtle gives as a reaſon 
why this duty ſhould be attended to. Te 
may all propheſy, that all may learn, and 
that all may be comforted. 

Firſt. It tends very much to the edifica- 
tion of the perſon himſelf who ſpeaks, by 
inducing him to ſearch and ſtudy the ſcrip- 
tures, and compare one paſſage with another, 

and fo aiming to form a juſt idea of them, 

and what is deducible from them; he is better 

prepared to attend to the miniſtery of the 

word, and his mind is open to receive it. 

He hegrs,: as it were, with new ears, and 
i 
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treaſures up a double portion of it in his 
own mind to what he did before. Again, 
it tends to hiz own edification, in that the 
ſubject he ſpeaks upon, is more fixed and 
impreſſed upon his own heart; moreover, 
he has oftentimes a happy enlargement in 
ſpeaking, beyond all the thoughts he had 
found in meditation. When a perſon has 
put his thoughts into words, and communi- 
cated them to others, there is moſtly a 
clearer view and a more abiding ſenſe of 
them upon himſelf, Hence, it has often been 
profitable to repeat what we can recollect of 
a ſermon.” 

Again, there 1s a yery important advan- 
tage derived to the ſpeaker himſelf; as it 
15 a very powerful inducement to live near to 
God. He finds it abſolutely neceſſary to 
watch and pray, and ſeek conſtant help from | 

the Spirit of God, leſt he ſhould be bewilder- 
ed, and left of God, in this exerciſe, and ſo 
be aſhamed before his brethren, A per- 
ſon that only attends public worſhip on a 
Lord's Day, may be as dead almoſt as the 
ſeat he ſits upon, and yet go on, becauſe it 
is not diſcovered : he may live in ſome ſin, 
| indulge evil paſſions, and yet appear to be a 
very good member; but the perſon who 
attends upon ſuch exerciſes as theſe, cannot 
- indulge himſelf in any known fin, for it will 
| be detected. Oh! that this one advantage 
might have its due weight upon all thoſe | 
who oppoſe this kind of exerciſe! F ou: 


C 1 
this does certainly tend to the edification of. 
the Church, even thoſe that do not take - 
part in the exerciſe. 3 2 
I do not mean to ſay that the Church in 
general is more edified by theſe feeble 
gifts, than they are by.their miniſters; but 
I mean, that in the Church there is in general 
ſuch a variety of different capacities, diſpo- 
ſitions, ſituations and conditions, that no one 
gift is fully competent to inſtru and edify 
them all; and it appears to me that the great 
Head of the Church never intended it ſhould, 
Thereſore he hath beſtowed different gifts 
upon different men, as may be ſeen, 1 Cor. 
X11, 4, and 5, and on to 11, and 28, 29, and 
30 ; indeed, the whole chapter abundantly 
ſhews that all theſe gifts never dwelt in one 
man; for the Church is repreſented by the 
very beautiful and inſtructive emblem of a 
body compoſed of various members, which 
metaphor appears to me to be equally. 
applicable to the gifts, as to the capacity of 
thoſe that are to be edified by thoſe gifts; 
and we may eaſily point out as great dif- 
ference in the one as in the other. I need 
not attempt to point out what diſtinguiſhes 
the head from the foot, or the eye from the 
ear, but only ſay for illuſtration, there is 
ſtrong and weak, there is wiſe and ſimple, 
babes and old men, &c. We next ſuppole 
there is a good man placed over a church, 
he is very zealous, and labours for the con- 
yerſion of ſinners; indeed, his preaching is 

Be B well 
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well adapted to awaken ſinners, and he is 
ſucceſsful in his labour, but the old experi- 
enced Chriſtian is not edified: he ſays, this 
is all milk, Twant ſome ſolid food. And 
even thoſe that are called under this good 
man, are obliged to go ſomewhere elſe for 
building up: Again, we ſuppoſe another 
church' has for their paſtor, a perſon of 
the firſt abilities, ſuch a one as the late 
Dr. Gill, for inſtance; and he ſoars aloft, 
quite in the clouds, or in Ezekiel's viſion, 
to the admiration of the old experienced 
Chriſtians, whilſt it may be, two-thirds of 
the people lay withering at his feet and have 
nothing to eat; and yet extol the preacher, 
becauſe ſo many great and good men admire 
him! Thus they live upon popular opinion 
till almoſt ſtarved, and often cry out, this 
miniſter is a great and good man, but he is 
a heavy preacher. Of theſe things I could 
produce evidences in abundance, were it 
neceſſary, which I think it is not; but it 
4 ſhews me the neceſſity of a variety of gifts 
Þ being employed in the Church; and I am 
+: perſuaded, that the ſimple, plain, and un- 
4 embelliſhed language of many private 
. Chriſtians would be much bleſſed to the 
6 weaker part of the church. Nay, I have 
known inſtances where the very ſame ideas 
have been conveyed in a homely ſtile, and 
N owned of the Lord for good, which, when 
1 drefled up in fine language, by a ſyſtematical 
1 preacher, have been of no uſe, not IG 
5 under- 
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underſtood by the hearers. Let, therefore, 
all prophecy, that all may learn, and all be 
comforted.” Edifying and comfort com- 
monly go together. Some, indeed, deſpiſe 
this homely way of teaching one another. 
I was lately told by a brother, of one miniſter 
that called upon another, who was at that 


time employed in attending ſuch a meet- 


ing among the members of his church, when 
it was over, the viſitor aſked-the other How 
he could fit to hear Tuch nonſenſe? I own 
there are ſome who cannot ſpeak far edifi- 
cation, and it ĩs certainly a fault in thoſe that 
lead to call upon them; and if ſuch will 
puſh themſelves forward, the Church ſhould 
interfere ; but I think I may fay without 
breach of charity, the perſon who made that 
ſpeech was proud of his own. gifts, and there- 
fore it is no wonder if he ſhould be de- 
ſpiſed, and perhaps at the ſame time, he 
may blame his hearers inſtead af himſelf, be- 
cauſe he is not made uſeful. If he had been 
duly ſenſible that the gifts he puſſeſſed were 
the effect of the free mercy of God; not 
beſtowed upon him for any waxthineſfs 
of his, but in order that he ſhould occupy 
the ſame in God's own way and for his glory, 
he would have found ſome ſafter words, 
even admitting that there was im iety 
in the perſon then ſpeaking ; but I know it 
is common for thoſe that have a high opi- 
nion of their own abilities to deſpiſe others; 
this cannot be W proper care 2 

Q | 


and ſhould there be a growing eſteem 


© = 
the weaker members of the body, according 
to the Apoſtle's advice. Some, indeed, tell 
us, we ſhould always covet the beſt gifts, 
intimating thereby, that the beſt gift ſhould: 
always be employed in every meeting. But 
ſure this would not anſwer their purpoſe ; if 
ſo, what muſt become of nine-tenths of thoſe 
that are public preachers, where many of 
them are together, as is the caſe at our 
monthly meetings. But, perhaps, one of 
the greateſt objections is grounded on a 
ſuppoſition, that it tends to leſſen the im- 
portance of the miniſterial character, while the 
members feel an increaſing attachment to 
ſome of thoſe brethren that have been uſe- 


ful to them, it is thought their eſteem muſt 


be leſs for their paſtor. I grant there are 
ſome perſons weak enough to careſs a bro- 
ther that has dropt any word that the Lord 
ſees fit to own fr good, but it is hard to 
fay which affords the greateſt proof of weak- 
neſs, the perſon that does ſo, or the paſtor 
that 1s offended at it. It would be well, if 
all perſonal commendations were baniſhed 
from the church of Chriſt. What has any 
man that he has not received? Let eve 
man think ſoberly of himfelf, is the doc- 
wine the Apoſtle taught. Why then ſhould 
we beſtow praife upon men? The Apoſtle 
charges Timothy, © not to prefer one before 
another,“ and to do nothing by be. 
or 
tach other, it cannot ſurely detract at all 
g 3 from 
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from the paſtor; this may be illuſtrated by 
figures, 299999992 you ſee the higheſt 
number is juſt the ſame, where all the reſt 
are ſignificant figures, as where the reſt are 
all cyphers; and it will be found wherever 
a ſociety riſes higher in any excellency, the 
perſon that preſides over them receives ad- 
ditional honor. There are ſome in the 
miniſtery, who, by their preaching and 
manner of behaviour, evidently require a 
great deal. of homage, and they alſo have 
it: But it is for the muſt part ſorced. 
Again, there are others who require no ho- 
mage at all, and they receive an hundred 
fold true, hearty, and ſincere affection. 
What is it makes the difference? The one 
is like a man with a large wax candle in his 
hand, in a room with more men, who have all 
little candles, and he riſes up and puts out 
all the little candles, that his own may 
ſhine the more conſpicuous. The other is 
a humble, generous ſoul, who rejoices that 
there are ſo many, though little lights, to aid 
and aſſiſt him, and he attends to his work 
with double alacrity and delight. This is 
the man that is juſtly efteemed. For a man 
to ſeek his own honor is not good, and how- 
ever he may contend for it, upon the ground 
of his office, character, &c. wherever and 
however it appears, it will not fail to create 
diſguſt ; and I am perſuaded there are ſome 
who very much hinder their own uſefulneſs. 

by diſcovering ſuch a temper and ſpirit in 
| B 3. their 
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their preaching and converſation! There 
are examples of wiſe and holy men that 
would ſerve to illuſtrate this ſubject, but I 


' forbear. It is not my object to bring 


charges, or fix blame upon any perſon; but 
to remove, if poſſible, an evil that exiſts in 
the Church; and ſo make way for its en- 


largement and proſperity. Another ob- 


jection that is often made to this kind of ex- 


erciſe, is this, that it affords an opportunity 
for weak perſons to puſh themſelves forward 
into the work of miniſtery, and thereby oc- 


caſions much trouble in the Church. This, 
I believe, is ſometimes the caſe ; but the 


evil might be removed, by attending to the 


plan already laid down ; no perſon ſhould 'be 
allowed to continue ſpeaking but ſuch as 
are found to edify the Church; and the 
ſpirit of the Prophets 1s ſubject to the Pro- 


phets: but I add, this evil and another that 
I ſhall mention, ariſes from a fault in the 


iyſtem that now prevails; I mean the mode 
of exerciſing the gifts that are in the church, 


with this expreſs deſign, to find out ſuch as 
may be fit for the miniſtery. But few 


churches allow ſuch an exerciſe on any other 


account, and herein, I think, is utterly a 


fault! I know not of any authority in the 


word for ſuch a practice; neither command, 


direction, or example. Strange to me, that 
the Churches will not let the Lord do his 
own work, but put their finger to it 
without his leave, Both this mode of ex- 
erciſing them, and what is denominated * 
| ing 
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ling or appointing: them to the miniſtery, 
appears to me entirely of human invention, 
and has no authority, that I can find in all tlie 
New Teſtament. It is generally acknow- 
ledged, that it is the Lord's work to call 
his miniſters, but man hath taken it out of 
his hands, and therefore it is, that there are 
ſo many in the work evidently of man's cal- 
ling, and not the Lord's. Where I aſk, did 
Jeſus or his apoſtles give power to any 
church to denominate a perſon-a miniſter of 
Chriſt, and ſend him out to preach the gof- 
pel? If, indeed, a church invite a perſon to 
- miniſter to them, then he is entitled to that 
name. This is what lays the foundation for 
the very evil complained of. There being al- 
ready ſo many weak perſons in the miniſtery, 
more weak ones try for it, and perhaps are 
very much offended if theyare not approved! 
whereas, if the ſole object of this exerciſe 
was mutual edification, ſuch perſons would 
not be ſo troubleſome in puſhing themſelves 

forward. | 
But there is another evil annexed to this 
ſyſtem, and that 1s, it ſhuts the mouths of 
. thoſe that would be uſeful. There are many 
| brethren that would come forward and ex- 
erciſe their gift for mutual comfort and edi- 
fication ; who cannot dare to do it, when it is 
under ſtood that the object is to find out miniſters; 
and thereby the church is deprived of one 
great means of growth and proſperity. The 
idea of a perſon propoſing himſelf in this very 
calc is diſguſting, unleſs there be extraordi- 


marx 
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nary” abilities to ſupport it. What, do I 
think that I am fit for the miniſtry. No, nor 


would the approbation of thouſands pro- 


duce ſuch a thought in me; nay, I ſhould 
bluſh before my brethren, if I believed that 
they thought I had ſuch an opinion of myſelf, 


This, I believe, hath ſhut up many gifts 


that would have been uſeful; and yet it is. 
allowed,, that a perſon's deſire to this work 
has great weight; for my part, I think but 
little of ſuch deſires. I ſuppoſe that there are 


but few young men but tee] ſomething of 


this when they are firſt brought into an ac- 
quaintance with the goſpel, and the plea- 


ſures of true religion; at leaſt, J can anſwer 
for one; but what was it worth, the beſt I 


can ſay of it 1s, it was the ſincere deſire of a 


novice in the things of God! Yet, perhaps, 


this is all that ſome perſons have, whereby 
to determine their call to the work. 1 
look upon ſuch to be ſelf- made, or at 
leaſt men- made miniſters, and not called 
of God, as they all ſhould be. But you 
will fay,, how then are we to find out gifts. 
to ſupply. different churches ? I anſwer, 
_ in the path of duty, exerciſe hem all in 
the church, and the Lord.will point them 
out, whom he has deſigned for public work, 
by enlarging their minds, and aſſiſting them 
to utter knowledge clearly. Again, it will 
be aſked, How are theſe to be known, ſo as. 
ts become eligible to preach in other. 


churches? I anſwer, if the Church perceive 
a gift in any brother, that, in their judgment, 
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is fit for public work, let them exerciſe that 
brother occaſionally, in public amongſt 
themſelves, and that will make him known ; 
and when any church 1s in need of help, whe- 
ther occaſional or ſtated, let them enquire 
of their ſiſter churches, and when they hear 
of one that is judged elligible, let them in- 
vite him to miniſter to them. This ap- 
pears to me, a call of God to preach the 
goſpel; and not the voice of his brethren 
| Where he ſtands a member. But I know ĩt 

will be aſked, how doth it appear that ſuch 
invitations are the voice of God, ſeeing that 
ſome churches invite a great many, and 
ſcarce approve of any. I anſwer, this would 
not ſo often occur, if my plan was carried 
into effect; bu: in the preſent very defective 
ſyſtem, there are many called miniſters, that 
the moſt candid Chriſtians can hardly ſup- 
poſe, were ever called of God to ſuch a 
work. Add to this, the cuſtom that now 
prevalls in the churches, that they muſt” ſet 
up a perſon who has been deemed a minif- 
terin the common way, whether they think 
he will profit them or not. Many a church 
has been put to the bluſh by this practice, 
and yet have not power to leave it off. No 
wonder if this ſhould not appear to be the 
voice of God. Again, where this is not the 
caſe, it muſt be allowed that even the true 
ſervants of Chriſt are not alike uſeful in eve 
place. He that orders the clouds where 
to drop the rain, ſuperintends theſe things. 


Again, 
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Again, it ſometimes happens, that the per- 
ſon invited doth not like the ſituation, or 
the people that invite him; perhaps, they 
are too poor; I wiſh there was not a ſingle 
inſtance to be found that would juſtify this 
remark, Notwithſtanding this, wherever a 
people that fears God, and ſeeks to him by 
prayer for a miniſter, and for the Lord to 
come with his ſervant, I think that every 
true ſervant of Chriſt will conſider it as their 
maſter's call, and indeed I know of no other 
call but this, There are many other ob- 
jections, but Ibelie ve what I have named are 
the principal, andall of them appear to me to 
ariſe from, and ſavour of, the things that be 
of men, and not the things that be of God, 
I will mention a few more. One is this 
ſome perſons do not like to attend theſe 
meetings, becauſe they ſay they cannot take 
art in them. This may in a ſenſe be true, 
ut I have found, by enquiry, that it was 
not becaule they could not take any part, but 
becauſe they could not excel! May I not ſay 
without breach of charity, that envy and 
pride have ſhut their mouths ? Another will 
ſay, he has not time to ſearch the ſcriptures, 
and leaves that to miniſters, whoſe bulineſs 
it is to examine the word. The idle foul 
ſhall ſuffer hunger!” But I ſuppoſe the moſt 
revalent objection amongſt the people is, 
cauſe it is not countenanced by their mi- 
niſters! There are ſome miniſters where 
the Church has thought fit to have ſome- 
| | thing 
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thing of this kind, who will not give their 
attendance, but even throw cold water upon 
it, ſpeak very ſlightingly of it; and indeed they 
muſt do ſo to be conſiſtent. Is not this to 
deſpiſe propheſying? Is not this quenching 
the ſpirit? If it is not, I know not What 
is: and how miniſters can anſwer it to God 
and their own conſciences, I know not; that 
when they have exerciſed a gift for a length 
of time, and upon the whole do not think 
him fit for public work, that then he muſt 
be ſilenced, ſuppreſſed, and wholly laid aſide 
as uſeleſs! It this is not a ſinful reſiſting of 
the ſpirit of God, then I do not know any 
action of a depraved creature that ought to 
be ſo called! If the great Maſter of gifts 
was to call ſuch a perſon to account for 
the uſe of his talent, he would not need 
to ſay, © he had hid it in a napkin;” he 
would find ſome other reply which J for- 


4 bear to mention. I will not ſay this is 
4 beating the ſervants, Luke xii. 45, but I will 

ſay, it is exerciſing that dominion over 
4 | them, which the great Head of the Church 
1 never allowed, no not to his Apoſtles! It 
has been ſaid, that to judge fairly of ano- 
2 W — ther's conduct, we ſhould ſuppoſe ourſelves 


as far as we can, in his circumſtances, I will 
take the liberty for a moment to conſider” 
myſelt a paſtor of a church, and tell you 
what my feelings would be in the laſt” men- 
tioned caſe, My brethren think it right to 
meet together tor prayer, and attempt to 
| edify 
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edify one another; they pray earneſtly for 
me, that the Lord would bleſs me, and in- 
creaſe my uſefulneſs; they pray for one 
onother, that the Lord would build them 
up, and as a proof that they are ſincere, they 
make uſe of thoſe means that God has 
appointed, to promote each other's growth 
in grace, but I think very little of theſe means, 
and therefore excuſe myſelf; perhaps it 
would be too much fatigue for me, or it 
would infringe upon my time for ſtudy, or 
my Chriſtian viſits, or it may be ſome other 
engagement that has myſelf for its object, 
and not the .cauſe of God. How muſt I 
feel? If I was in my ſtudy, I ſhould think 
of my brethren and what they are now doing, 
" inſtead of the ſubject before me. Perhaps 
I ſhould think of Paul's words to Timothy, 
ce be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon,” or 
the words of the Pſalmiſt, © the Lord loveth 
the gates of Zion, more than all the dwel- 
ings of Jacob,” or the words of our 
Lord, © wherever two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am 1 in the 
midſt. of them.” Such would be the re- 
proofs of conſcience, that I ſhould do little 
more than ſit down and ſigh over my own 
folly. If I was on a viſit, if the queſtion 
ſhould be aſked, what are the beſt evidences 
of growth in grace ? I ſhould bluſh to give 
an anſwer; and when 1 am to preach the 
word, I muſt chuſe out a ſuoject, where I 
could paſs over ſpirituality and N 

e mind- 
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mindedneſs; how could I. inforce thoſe 
exhortations that tend to increaſe - mutual 
joy and love among God's people? I muſt 
not addreſs thoſe exhortations of St. Paul's, 
which have been already mentioned to my 
hearers, nor ſay a word about © aſſembling 
ourſelves together, &c. Thus I muft la- 
bour hard to lengthen out my ſubject, and 
leave no room for reflection nor application, 
leſt I ſhould reprove myſelf! Let me offer 
one or two arguments more upon 'this ſub- 
Jett before I cloſe. Is it not the wiſh of 
every goſpel miniſter, that his hearers 
ſhould underſtand him, when he is preach- 
ing the word ? I think I may juſtly fay. this 
kind of exerciſe with prayer, 1s the beſt 
means that ever was afforded to man, ta 
open his mind to receive the knowledge 
of the truth, What a pity that it ſhould be 
withheld from him. Again, what a beau- 
tiful ſight muſt it be, to ſee the elder, or paſ- 
tor of a church ſit at the head of the table; 
next to him the deacons; then the elder bre- 
thren; after that the younger, all aſſemble 
in order to edify one another. Each one 
eſteeming another better than himſelf, gladly 
offering any word in his power, that may. 
tend to exalt the Redeemer's. name, and 
promote love and harmony in the church, 
This, I think, is the moſt glorious ſight, 
(except the celebration of the Lord's Sup- 
24 that ever men or angels beheld here 

elow, ſince the * of inſpiration ceaſed ! 
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And where is the man that can deſpiſe ſuch 
a fight ? what muſt his heart be, and where 
is the miniſter that is ſo full of wiſdom that 
he cannot receive any increaſe by attending 
on ſuch exerciſes as theſe, or ſo ſpiritual that 
he does not need to mingle his ſpark with 
others, to kindle a flame of heavenly fire 
Here every member in his place, 
and the paſtor upon his higheſt ſeat of honor, 
(except as before excepted.) + 

Thus I have given you in the heſt man- 
ner I can, the outlines of this important 
ſubject, according as it appears to me. 1 
ean truly ſay, I am not contending for an 
opinion. Had this been all I ſhould not 
have taken this pains, I view it ina very im- 
portant light, and therefore put it into your 
3 _ that you will ſupport the 
thing itſelf, whether you prove oe my ar- 
guments or not. Nor would it ſatisfy me, 
to have one or two churches fall in with 
theſe ideas. I wiſh for a more extenſive 
benefit, and however it may be rejected and 
deſpiſed now, I am perſuaded, when there is 
a larger out pouring of the ſpirit, the Church 
will be reſtored to the ancient mode of wor- 
ſhip, as in the Apoſtle's days! 


: T remain, deny fir, OED 
Du i, affetionately, 
arch 206. AARON WES T. 


DAX 


( 


LETTER li. 


; Dran Sm, 


I HAVE taken the liberty to lay before 
you a few thoughts more upon the impor - 

4. —— — Orden particularly that 
which teſpects the exerciſe of 

5. In my laſt, I gaye you my plan, 
which I conceive to come very near the 
of the Church, in the 
I then conſidered the 
chief objectors to be the miniſters; but I 
have now to add, the Deacens, and ſome of 
the Elder Brethren. Whether they are in- 
fluenced by the miniſters, or not, I ſhall not 
determine; but it is aſtoniſhing to me, that 
men of knowledge and experience, ſhould * 
be ſo alarmed at my propoſal, _—— 
Church was like to bt Lak mop Py | 
religion deſtroyed ; _ _— bring — 
ward no argument to rt their 3 
or their fears, but —— 4 That ſeems to 


bear all down enen 


well 


original 
Apoſtles days. 


brethren, and cheriſh that ſelf- importance 
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well think of moving St. Paul's cathedral, 
by ſetting my ſhoulder againſt it, as move 
this great mountain; however, I intend to 
have another puſh ar it, if I die in the at- 
tempt, as Sampſon did with the Philiſtines ! 
The ſubje& appears to me ſo important, 
that I cannot reſt till I have tried every 


means in my power to gain the point; and 


whilſt 1 read and hear ſo many pleaſ- 
ing accounts from different parts of the 
country, of the zeal and ardour with which 


good men are ſtirred up in the cauſe of re- 


ligion; I flatter myſelf the time is not far 
diſtant, when this method of improvement 


will be adopted, at leaſt in the country, 
where the zeal of miniſters and people ſeem 
to be an hundred fold more than it is in 


this place ! Many plans have been formed, 
and J have no doubt with a pious deſign; 
and it ſeems to me; there wants only this one 
to make the work complete. T wo plans, 
J have heard, were propoſed in Hampſhire, 
which I am perſuaded are inadequate, and 
will fail of their deſign: the one is to 
eſtabliſh ſchools to inſtruct young men; the 


| Other is to ſet up conference meetings in 


the churches, for the exerciſing of the gifts 


that are in them. Both theſe are defective; 


the firſt is leaning to the old ſyſtem, that has 


long been in uſe to little purpoſe, and de- 
feats its own deſign, by prompting young 


_ to ſet themſelves up above their 
ls which 
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which 1s ſo pleaſing to human nature, and 
ſo fatal to the cauſe of religion. The other 
of theſe plans is alſo very defective, becauſe 
it is chiefly carried on by young men, whoſe 
aim and Rudy frequently appear to. be, 
more to ſet off their manner of ſpeaking 
than the matter of it; or in other words, 
to recommend themſelves, rather than edify * 
_ brethren: whereas, if what is called a 

lar church, was to aſſemble together, 

ter the plan laid down in my former letter; 
| = Paſtor, the Deacons, and Elder Bre- 
thren, all take part in the exerciſe, and de- 
liver a ſhort ſentence upon ſome part of the; 
word, or ſome part of experience, or ſome 
ſpecial providence, without aiming, at any 
thing like the public miniſtery, whilſt the 
younger bethren fit round in ſilence, as be- 
comes youth, till by degrees they are 
enabled to come forward, and join the elder 
with modeſty and humility, in that delight- 
ful work of edifying one another, as the 
Church in their wiſdom may fee fit to en- 
courage them; I cannot help thinking this 
would be the  beit ſchool for young "Liſts, 
and do more real good to the. cauſe of re: 
ligion, than all the academies that are in 
the world! Were theſe attended to, I am 
perſuaded that the inland miſſionary ſociety 
might ſpare more than half their expencesz 
indeed, very little more would be needful 
than that of providing places to worſhip» 
in. It is allowed on all hands that it is not 
| 82 learned 
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learned men that make the beſt miſſiona- 
Ties, nor is it gentlemen ! And we all know, 
that as ſoon as a youth is ſent to one of theſe 
academies, he immediately commences gen- 
fleman, and is ſo looked upon, by thoſe poor 
people to whom afterwards he preaches. 
Such an idea, however, is very, unfayourable 
to the work of a miſſionary. I would not 
de underſtood by this, to ſpeak againſt 
learning, this is not my meaning, but I 
confider this mode of making miniſters, 
to be going before hand with God. ' It 
zs like beginning to build the top of the 
houſe, before the foundation is properly 
ſecured. Learning is certainly good in its 
place, but let it not be.uſed as a ladder. 
70 aſcend the miniſterial car. How many 
men, eminent for learning and piety in this 
and the laſt ages, have declared, all the ir 
learning never helped them to one truly 
ſpiritual idea in God's word! Nay, they 
have confeſſed that the ſtudy of it is un- 
friendly to ſpirituality; and, on the other 
hand, how many great and learned men 
have we now m the Church, who were not 
to when they were called to the miniſtery; 
and yet never went to an academy to gain 


 &! Ikne ſome will object and fay, thoſe 


young men that go for learning, are judged = 
gef the Church to which they belong, to be 

| — for the miniſtery Zefere they are ſent.“ 
L anſwer, how is it then, that ſo many in 
after times appear not to be ſent of God? 
Doch not this prove the Churches to be fal- 


1 
lible in this matter, and that this ſyſtem is 
not of God? And if a Church ſend thoſe 
whom God never ſent, will not the crime 
be as great as in thoſe that go without being 
ſent by a Church? Farther, 1 ſuppoſe it 
will be found, upon enquiry, that thoſe who 
are thus ſent for the moſt part, firſt conſidered 
themſelves as gifted for it, and take great 
pains to gain the ſame opinion from others. 
Now, this is what I object to here : thoſe 
young perſons cannot be Hooper judgesof the 
great work of the miniſtery, and therefore 
not of the qualifications neceſſary for it, 
And how then can their motives be pure? 
But I leave this part of the ſubject, when I 
have given you this one reflection upon it, 
(If the times with the Church were ſuch as 
they have been in this country about a cen- 
tury ago, young men would not be ſo fond 
of going to an academy and ſpending ſeven 
years in preparing themſelves to be mini- 
ſters; perhaps ſuch a ſifting time may come 
again, and rouſe the Church out of theſe 
cuſtoms and formalities. Then ſuch per- 
ſons will be content' to ſtay till the Lord 
ſend them out himſelf.) But I return to my 
ſubject; I have endeavoured in my former 
Letter to point out the utility and propriety 
of ſuch an exerciſe being attended to by the 


Church, - as @ Church, and not in little fo- K 


cieties only; for if it is good for Chrif- 
tians as fuch, ſurely it is good for the Church 
of God, chat is made up of WW 1 
3 I have 
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I have endeavoured to ſhew, from the prac- 
tice of the Apoſtles, and primitive Churches, 
which I ſhall not repeat, but offer a few ar- 
guments more, ſrom the ſeveral deſcriptions 
given of the, Church of God in the word. 
Firſt. A building houſe, or temple of 
God, 1 Cor. iii. 9, ye art God's building.“ 
1 Tim. iii. 16, © the houſe of God, the pillar 
and ground of truth.” 1 Cor. iii. 16, know 
ye not that ye are the temple of God, and 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you ?” 
Again, 2 Cer.vi. 16, © ye are the temple of 
the living God, &c.” 2d. Eph. 21 and 22, 
« in whom all the building, fitly framed. to- 
gether, groweth into an holy temple in the 
Lord, in whom ye alſo are builded together 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit.“ 
From the whole of which it. doth appear to 
me, that as in a building literally, when it 
is fitly framed, there ſhould be a union and 
proportion in every part, ſo that all may 
contribute to the ſtrength or beauty of the 
building; and is not this ſtrictly true of the 
ſpiritual building of which I am {peaking? 
There are pillars, but do thoſe who are ſo 
accounted in our Churches bear up the 
weaker part of the building ? Perhaps in an 
outward ſenſe they may help to ſupport the 
cauſe with their riches; but ſurely this is 
not all that is intended in the word. I 
know {ſome will object and fay, © it is God's 
work to build up his Church, and that he 
doth 1 it'by the OF of the word.“ It 
18 
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is true, but I alſo read, that we are to be 
*« workers together.” (See the Epiſtle of - 
Jude, ver. 20.) „ but ye beloved, building 
up yourſelves on your moſt holy faith, pray 
ing in the Holy Ghoſt; keep yourſelves in 
the love of God.” Col. ii. 2. the apoſtle 
ſpeaks of the Church being „knit together 

in love,“ and (verſe 7) rooted and built up 

in him,“ that is in Chriſt, and . eſtabliſhed in 
the faith as ye have been taught, and abound- 
ing therein with thankſgiving.“ Do not 
theſe and many more ſcriptures imply that 

the members of a Goſpel Church ſhould 

take an active part in edifying one another? 
What was the order the Apoſtle mentions in 
the 5th verſe of the laſt cited chapter, that 
gave him ſo much joy, to which he ſubjoins 
an exhortation to perſevere in the ſame? It 
could not be merely the decency in which 
they fat to hear their miniſter preach the 
word; this would not have evinced the 
ſtedfaſtneſs of their faith in Chriſt ; but their. 
exhorting, inſtructing, and comforting each. 
other would ſtabliſn and build them up; — 
this was matter of joy to him. The A 

Peter tells us, that this building is made up. 
of lively ſtones, 1 Pet. ii. 5. ye allo as 
lively. ſtones are built up a ſpiritual houſe, | 
an holy prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual ſa- Il} 
crifices. And, again, ' verſe 9, «ye are 1 
a choſen generation, a royal - prieſthoodz {i 
a holy nation, a peculiar people, that ye | 
Rm ſhew forth the praiſes of him bath 
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hath called you out of darkneſs into his mar- 
vellous _ How do Chriſtians do this? 
The Apoſtle Paul tells us, Coll. iii. 16.“ Let 
the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly in all 
wiſdom, teaching and admontſhing one ano- 
ther, in pfalms and hymns, and ſpiritual 
ſongs, ſinging with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord; thus do Chriſtians build whilſt 
they are built, and work whilſt they are 
wrought upon; here we ſee believers are 
not only called lively ſtones, but a royal 
prieſthood ; agreeable to the ancient pro+ 
miles, . Ki. ö, which is generally under- 
ſtood of Goſpel times; here the character 
of a prieſt is given to believers in Chriſt; 
but if a private Chriſtian ſhould attempt to 
exhort or inſtruct his brethren, according to 
the modern law of Churches, he muſt be 
cenfured as one that invades the prieſts* of- 
fices! How oppoſite is this to the Spirit of 
dur Lord, who, when the diſciples told him 
of one- that caſt out devils 'in his name, and 
a followed not with them, and they for- 
e him, our bleſſed Lord faid, « forbid 
him not, for they that are not againſt us 
are for us. Mark. ix. 38. Where then is 
that beautiful ſtructure, that I have ſeen in 
the word of God! Alas! I am obliged to 
lament after it, as Iſrael did after the ark 
when it was in captivity! A Church, ac- 
cording to its preſent form, ſeems to me no 
more to reſemble the building that the word 
of God ſpeaks of, than a heap of _—_— ſhot 
rh * 
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down from a pavior's cart, reſembles a well 
built houſe ! For inſtance, this law in a 
Church, that members may read, ſing, and 
pray, but muſt not comment upon what 
they read, puts me in mind of Saul's oath, 
by which he troubled Iſrael in binding them 
not to eat; and Jonathan's anſwer is as ap- 
plicable to thoſe law makers as ic was to his. 
father! And the effect is to be lamented 
as it is there! For if the people had eaten 
freely, would there not have been a much 
greater ſlaughter of the Philiſtines, 1 Sam. 
xiv. 30. Whence ſhould ſuch a law as this 
ariſe? It never came from the bleſſed Sa- 
viour. There is not a word recorded of 
him, nor an action of his life that favors 
ſuch a ſentiment! But I leave this meta- 
phor, and attend to one of ſimilar import. 
The Church is repreſented as a body, com- 
poſed of various members; 1 Cor. xii. 
throughout; this chapter is ſo full to the 
purpoſe, and ſo plain that it needs no com- 
ment. Indeed, it would require more ſkill, 
in my opinion, to gloſs it over, and put a 
myſtical ſenſe upon it, than to underſtand 1t 
in its- own original ſimplicity ; ſtrange it 
is to me, that a ſubje& ſo important and 
ſo plain, could be ſo long neglected, where 
the union, communion, and intercourſe of 
members, one with another, 1s ſo evidently 
ſet forth; will any body attempt to explain 
this, as only having to do with the bodies 
of men in their outward condition; afflicti- 
| | ons, 
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ons, poverty, &c.? This muſt be to limit 
and eclipſe the glory of a goſpel Church! 
The Apoſtle ſays, look not every man to his 
own things, but alſo to the things of others, 
as if he had ſaid, if you are happy and com- 


fortable in your own ſoul, let others know 
upon what grounds you are fo, that they 
may rejoice with you. The Lepers, 2 Kings; 
vii. 9. may teach us the meaning of the 
Apoſtle here. They ſaid one to another, 
«we do not well, this day is a day of good 
tidings, and we hold our peace, &c. Let us 
go and tell the king's houſhold.“ But I will 
mention two paſſages more, and then con- 
clude this, letter. Coll. ii. 19, „and not 
holding the Head, that is Chriſt, from which 
all the bodily joints and bands having nou- 
riſhment, "miniſtered and knit together, in- 
ereaſeth with the increaſe of God.” Here 
we ſee how the body is knit together, and 
every; part nouriſhes each. other, to the 
growth of the whole. Again, Epbe. iv. 16, 
«From whom (that is from Chriſt) the 
whole body fitly joined together and com- 
pacted, by that which every joint ſupplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the 
meaſure of every part, maketh increaſe of 
the body, unto the edifying itſelf in love.“ 
1 ſhall make no comment upon this myſelf, 
but give you the ſentiments of a learned 
expoſitor in the Church of England, in his 
own words; he ſays, „Is there a ſupply of 
nouriſhment from one member to another, 
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according to the meaſure of every part in 
the natural body? So is there a ppl from 
head to members, in the myſtical body; and 
from one” myſtical member to another: 
one is apt to teach, another ready to com- 
— a third able to convince, a fourth WI 
=> to exhort; a fifth to adviſe and counſel; 

- all theſe; and every one of theſe; contri 

uting all they-can to the welfare of the 
— This (he ſays) is happy for the 
body, when they ſo do,“ and I think ſo too; 
and conſider the want of it a matter of great 
affliction to the Church, and of blame to 


ſorne perſons in it, and if J did not khow 


ſomething of the power and influence of 
education and cuſtom, I ſhould be very ſe- 
vere upon ſome, who now oppoſe this means 
of ſpiritualgrowth and increaſe inthe Church. 

Tuſt now referred you to the building, and 
behold it was loſt! The araoghtof it ins 
deed is fair — in the word, but the 
houſe is gone! perhaps Soloman can tell us 
what is become of it, Ecl. x. 18. By much 
flothfulnefs che building decayeth, and 
through idleneſs of the hands; the houſe drop- 
peth through; and here I have referred 
you to the body! but where ſhalt we lock 
for it? The- figure, indeed, is beautiful, but 
we canmot realize it! It is all disjointed, 

bone ſevered from his bone; like as in Eze- 
kial's yiſion, only'with this difference, there 


is life in them, they àre not dry dones, and 


yet _ are not — together: 2 


haps 
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-haps more fully deſcribed by the field of 


battle; where many lie bleeding of their 
— ſome with the loſs of one mem- 
ber, ſome of another. There are, indeed, 
ſome officers left, and a few rank and 
file, but they are engaged in battle, and can- 
not attend to the caſe of the wounded, not- 
withſtanding it is ſo urgent and pitiable ! 
But now I propoſe to cloſe this ſubje& 
for the preſent, when I have ſtated a few re- 
flections upon it, and laid down ſome pro- 
bable — — why it is not attended to in 
the Churches. When I reflect upon this 
ſubject, I am led to enquire with ſame de- 
gree of ſurpriſe, what can be the real 
grounds of objection? Is it becauſe it is 
not. clearly enough revealed? I think this 
cannot be, but if it ſhould, let them ſet aſide 
the ſenſe that I have entertained of all the 
ſcriptures referred to in this Letter, and then 
prove the negative from the word of God, 
that it is not the duty of a Church to aſſemble 
together for mutual edification; and if 


they do this, I will give it up; but if this can- 


not Fo. done, then thoſe that oppoſe it muſt 
be conſidered by me, at leaſt, as reſiſters of 


the Holy Ghoſt, and quenchers of the Spirit 


of God! If half the ſtudy and ingenuity 
was employed ininveſtigating this ſubject,as 
there is in ſome other points of order, I pre- 
fume it would ſoon appear that the ſcriptures 
are clear enough upon this head; and, there- 
* enquire again, is it becauſe there is no 


good 
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good ariſes from it? I anſwer, the experience 
of many good men will contradict this ſenti- 
ment, and how can thoſe who have never 
tried, judge in this caſe? Again, is it be- 
cauſe- there has any real evil taken place 
in conſequence of this exerciſe? I have 
heard of many dreadful things ariſing out of 
a conferrence meeting ; though with me the 
report wants evidence; and I fix the blame 
upon the ill management of it, rather than 
the exerciſe itſelf: but was it true, the e- 
erciſe thac I contend for was never practiſed 
„ in thcle places. Again, is it becauſe it tends 
to leſſen any of the dignified characters in 
the Church? This I have ſpoken to before, 
and remain ſtill in the fame mind. Is it 
becauſe the Churches are content with low 
attainments, and are not concerned about 
growth and increaſe in fpiritual things? F 
will not ſay this is the caſe in general, but I 
am perſuaded it is true of many individuals. 
They will not give themſelves the trouble 
to inveſtigate the ſubject, thinking ſuch a 
cloſe application to divine things impracti- 
cable, and therefore give it up. And here id 
let me give one caution to -ruling men; it | 
is well known that in a Church there are 
many who, on ſuch a ſubject as this, have 
no opinion of their own, but look up to their 
Leaders; this ſhews the neceſſity of great 
watchfulneſs and circumſpection in thoſe 
that go before, leſt they lead others altray.- 
1/a.1x.16., © The leaders of this people cauſe 
D 2 them 
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them to err. Again, perhaps ſome object, 
merely becauſe they have been accuſtomed 
to do without it, and to look upon it as an 
innovation. The great body of diſſenters 
ſeem to hold it as ſuperfluous; and ſo con- 
tentedly neglect it. I remember to have 
heard ſome time ago, that there was a mo- 
tion made in the Houſe of Commons, to en- 
quire into the original conſtitution of the 


country, and examine what innovations had 


deen made: a practice this, well worthy 
the. imitation of a goſpel Church at this 
time. If we were once to hit upon the 
time and eircumſtances of the Church, 
when theſe oppreſſive laws. and reſtrictions 
took place, we ſhquld be better able to judge 
of their nature and tendency. And from 
what little 1 know of hiſtory, it appears 10 
me, that theſe things took place about the 
end of the third century; when the Church 
was delivered from dreadful perſecutions, 
and defended by the civil power; when the 
enemy ſaw that he could no: more deſtroy the 
ſaints f God, he poured, out of his mouth a 
flood of errors and ſuperſtitions, and made 
religion a trade, fixed livings upon the mi- 
niſters, and that made them jealous over the 
giſt of private Chriſtians. Hence, the uſe 
of ſchools, and the increaſe of power among 
the biſhops, till the Church was brought into 
ge; and thus it hath remained ever 
knce, in a greater or leſs degree: now what 
aſtoniſhes me is this, chat many wiſe and 
| Plous 
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pious men in the preſent day can ſee this, 
and deteſt the errors and evils of a national 
religion, and yet cannot ſee how the ſame 
thing cleaves to themſelves ! It looks as if 
the great men in the Church had copied 
after the world. It is very obſervable, that 
political rulers: aim in almoſt all they do, to 
render the private character a mere cypher, 
and this ſeems to me, the plan of the gover- 
nors in Churches; and, likewiſe, in this, 
there is alſo a great conformity to the world. 
I have no doubt; but if the plan IL have laid 
down had been formed by fome popular 
character, or even by the honored deacons, 
it would have been applauded as excellent 


by ſome perſons, who now cannot bear it. 


I will mention two paſſages more out of the 
Scriptures, and then conclude ; Heb. iii. 12, 
and 13. Take heed,. brethren, leſt there 
be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, 
in departing from the living God.” Here 
what is the object of caution an evil heart, 
declining or departing from God. To whom. 


was it directed? The holy Brethren. Ver. 1. 


« On whom was this watchfulneſs to be ex- 
erciſed? Their Brethren.” In what manner 
were they to attend to this duty? By ex- 
horting one another daily. The rgaſon why 
it ſhould be ſo conſtantly attended to, © leſt 
any be hardened through the deceitfulneſs. 
of ſin —cchap, x. 24, and 2g. And let us 
conſider one another to provoke unto love 
and to good. works, not forſaking the 
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aſſembling ourſelves together, as the man- 
ner of ſome is, but exhorting one another, 
and ſo much the more, as ye ſee the day 
aproaching; this is nearly of the ſame im- 
port as the laſt mentioned paſſage: the ob- 
ject to be obtained, is love and good works, 
the oppoſite to the evil heart there ſpoken 
of. Inſtead of take heed,” he ſays, con- 
ſider one another,“ the means to be uſed 1s. 
the ſame, exhorting one another; the object 
held up to enforce the duty differs a little; 
vhere it was the danger of being hardened in 
fin, and here it is, the conſideration of the day 
of judgement being at hand, or the day of 
viſitation upon the people of the Jews. But 
here is one thing that was not in the other 
Place, We learn here, that the Church 
was to aſſemble together for this purpoſe, 
and not ſpend their time in going from 

fe to houſe. I will give you the ſenti- 
ments of a pious expoſitor of the laſt age, 
upon the 24th verſe. <© This confideration 
(he ſays,) reſpects the gifts; the graces; the 
temptations; the dangers of one another; 
and is the foundation of all thoſe mutual 
duties, of warning, exhorting, and admo- 
niſhing one another. Duties, {he ſays,) God 
knows, a> generally loſt amongſt us, and. 
with chem is the glory of the Chriſtian re- 
Iigion departed from us; and he urges the 
neceſſity of theſe exhortations, to preſerve 
Chriſtians in their profeſſions. Now, what 
muſt we think of dur miniſters in the — | 
0 ent 
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ſent day? Do they not know what the 
holy Spirit means in thoſe ſcriptures, or do 
they ſhut their eyes becauſe they do not like 
it? and what muſt we think of the bulk of 
our Churches? Are they content to follow 

their leaders implicitly without - ſearching 
the word of God, to ſee if theſe things be ſo 
or not? Be very ſcrupulous upon ſome par- 

ticular points, merely of an external nature, 

and pafs over thoſe important duties of. 
moral obligation; for, by our Lord, this is. 
reckoned next to the commandment of lov- 

ing the Lord our. God, and like unto it, how 
can we ſay we love our neighbour as our- 

ſelves, and do not acquaint ourſelves with. 
their ſituation? Our Lord has illuſtrated 

this love to our. neighbour, by the parable: 
of the good Samaritan, Luke x. and ſays to 
the lawyer, „go and do thou likewiſe. 

And how can we call Chriſt Lord, and do- 
not. the things that he faith,” unleſs we ſup- 
poſe that all this benevolence extends only 
to outward things, which I think cannot be. 
admitted. Before I conclude this letter, 
will give you two or three ſentences out of 
a Sermon preached to a ſociety of young 
men, who uſed to aſſemble for mutual edi- 

fication in the Meeting-houſe, Maze Pond, 
by Mr. Benjamin Wallin, late paſtor of the 
baptiſed church in that place. His Text 
was, „ quench not the ſpirit;“ here I re- 
mark, firſt, there was no ſuch cuſtom in the _ 4 
Churches; therefore, thoſe —_— 
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their duty, muſt form taemſelves into a 


diſtinct ſocie.y. Second. Theſe were young 
men; the elder were grown too formal and 


luke-warm, to attend to ſuch exerciles, or 


they were too proud and ſelt-ſutficient to 
unite with theſe young Chriſtians, or they 
were. too indifferent to the inſtruction of 
theſe young perſons, to aſſiſt them, or they 
were too—too—too---ſomething, I leave 
you to ſay what, for it is painful for me to 
point out the errors of good men. The 
firſt paſſage I recite, is page 25th. The 
Spirit is quenched when thoſe duties are 
neglected, that are adapted and appointed 
to feed and cheriſh this fire in the ſoul.““ 
Here follows his note; what the Apoſtle 
exhorts Timothy, reſpecting his extraordi- 


nary gift, viz. not to neglect, but ſtir it up. 


1 Ep. iv. 14. and 2 Ep. i. 16. is applicable 
to all gifts and graces of the Spirit; for by 
not ſtirring them up in the uſe of the means, 
light grows dim, and love abates its 
fervency, believers themſelves, ſhamefully 
leave, though they ſhall. not utterly loſe 


their firſt love, alluding to the metaphor in 


the text, agreeable to what has been. ob- 
ſerved in the explanation; when we are 
commanded not to quench the ſpirit, it 
implies an exhortation to ſtir him up, and 
by all appointed means to maintain his 
work upon us; page 26, a fire neglected, 
es out, he, whofe intereſt or duty it is to 
preſerve it, if he does not uſe the means, is 
| | as. 
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'as really, though not ſo heinouſly guilty, as 
he that pours water upon it; page 27. 
The Spirit is quenched, when gifts are neg- 
lected, or experience concealed; a fire often 
goes out when it is confined and kept too 
cloſe, By this means it always deadens, 
and loſes much of its heat and vigour. The 
whole of this and the next page is quite to 
my purpoſe, but I cannot recite it all ; will 
content myſelf with only mentioning the 
note, page 28. (When gifts are not prayed: 
for, not ſought after, not cultivated, or 
when they are not encouraged and employ- 
ed, it tends greatly to offend the Divine 
Spirit, and quench his-work. And whether 
by all ſymptoms thoſe defires and endeavours 
are not greatly wanting inthe preſent.time, 1 
leave every obſerving Chriſtian on reflection. 
to judge.) Page 29. When this pious ſer- 
vant of Chriſt is cautioning perſons againſt 
quenching the Spirit in themſelves, he lays 
de gifts are loſt for want of exerciſe, and 
if they remain, the end of their being be- 
ſtowed is loſt; for the manifeſtation of the 
Spirit is given to every man to profit with- - 
all; and at the cloſe of the page, he ſays, 
ce ſuch who keep ſilence” that is, who have 
received mercy, and are not ready to ſay wuh 
David, „come and hear all. ye that fear 
God, and I will declare what he has done 
for my foul,” are chargeable with the evil 
dehorted from in the text.“ Many perſons 
will readily own this is the duty of ſuch whe 
are 
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are coming into a Church; but it ſeems as 
if it was to be laid aſide after they are ad- 
mitted, as a thing out of uſe. I will take 
one paſſage more from this excellent Ser- 
mon, (page 36.) The good man has been 
warning perſons againſt taking up too much 
time in ſpeaking from texts of ſcripture, and 
ſinging long hymns, ſo as to interfere with 
prayer and experimental conference; leſt any 
thould miſtake his meaning, he ſays, © 
| ſpeak not againſt young perſons admo- 
niſning each other in pſalms and hymns, and 
ſpiritual ſongs, when aſſembled together, but 
would rather promote that appointed and 
delightful means of grace; nor would I diſ- 
countenance an humble communication of the 
light offered to any perſon into any particu- 
lar part of ſcripture, or debating ſome ſpecial 
points of doctrine, concerning which ſeveral 
may have doubts z theſe things are profita- 
ble, when perſued with that modeſty which 
becomes thoſe who are newly enlightened.“ 
It was to ſuch he ſpeke, and let me add, 
if this was a fit exerciſe. for young con- 
verts, why not. for old Chriſtians ? * I be- 
lieve the miniſters themſelves would find 
their account in it. It has been often ſaid, 
the people's prayers are the miniſter's beſt 
books; and I am e their prayers, 
their experience, and their knowledge, com- 
municated in this ſocial way, would be of 
more real benefit to the paſtors of Churches 

.. thanall the books in their libraries, the —_ 
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only "excepted. May the Lord help them 
to lay aſide their prejudices and attend to 
t ſoul-nouriſhing and God - glorifying 
means of Grace. Amen 1 
TI remain, dear fir, * 
-  Your's, affectionately) ,, 
Auguſt 10, AARON WEST. 
1797. 
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DEAR SIR, 


Ir. ſeems neceſſary for me to explain in 
two or three particulars, or it may be 
thought that I have a high opinion of my 
own ſpirituality. It is not ſo, for I feel the 
want of ſuch exerciſes myſelf, and have 
taken up this ſubject upon conviction that 
it would be very beneficial to all. Again, 
it may be thought by ſome, that I am puſh- 
ing for an active part in the church, this is 
not true; for I well know, if I were called 
upon to ſpeak, it would make me tremble, 
notwithſtanding the propriety of it might 
induce me to try. Again, it may be thought, 
becauſe I have laid ſo much blame on the 
conduct of miniſters, that I do not eſteem 
them as I ought. This is not the caſe, 
I do nat think that I come behind any of 
my Chriſtian brethren in reſpect for the mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, I eſteem them next to 
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their Maſter; it may ſeem hard, that Þ | 


ſhould rank them alltogether in this matter; 
there is · no dbubt, but I have ſome per- 
ſonal alluſions, and alfo ſome happy excep=: 
tions, but it would ill become me in this 
way, to point them out... I like them beſt, 
when they are faithful ro me, and*I claim. 
the ſame privilege when ſpeaking of them. 
If I have wounded any, it is not wich the 
wound of at enemy. What I have ſaid, by 
way of reproof, cannot hurt any man's mind, 
unleſs it apply to him. In this one view I 
pity thoſe who are moſt diſtinguiſhed for 
gifts, becauſe it is fo difficult to balance 
their minds and actions with a due propor- 
tion of humility. No temptation, perhaps, 
iticks cloſer to ſuch than pride; it haunts 


them like a ghoſt; in every place, in every 


company, and in every work: and there are 
fo many poiſonous flatteries from weak 
people, to nurſe it up, I would not be fo 
much their enemy, as to add more fuel to 
this unhallowed fire. | 


* 


